Italian 202 Contemporary Italian Society

5 credit hours

Professor: 

Hagerty Hall

Telephone: 
E-mail: 
Office hours:  by appointment and regularly as scheduled each quarter

Date/Time of finale exam: 

Course Description:

Welcome to Italian 202! This course is required for the major and minor and is intended to further develop your language and grammar skills in preparation for the intermediate-level courses. The instructional approach taken in this course and in your future intermediate and advanced courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills while learning about a particular topic. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and topics that you will be discussing. Grammar points will be reviewed as necessary, but a certain number of structures for focused review or presentation will also be targeted. These grammar points will be referred to as Targeted Structures. All Italian majors will have an online portfolio into which they will store one essay from Italian 202, two from any two 400-level courses, and two from any two 600-level courses. The portfolio is designed to give students and instructors an overview of students’ progress in Italian from the beginning to the end of their studies. The essays that students may choose to submit are highlighted on the syllabus. (More information about the Italian major and minor are attached below.)
In this course you will learn about a variety of aspects of Italian contemporary society and culture, while at the same time focusing on the four language skills: listening, reading, writing, and speaking. Since you are transitioning from the elementary to the intermediate level, at this point more emphasis will be placed on developing your reading skills so that you will be exposed to a lot of Italian in authentic contexts. (However, your listening, writing, and speaking skills will not be ignored!) You will learn techniques to improve your reading in Italian and you will progress from reading relatively short texts to reading two short stories. Grammar will be reviewed and tested throughout the course. The Targeted Structures for this course are: adjectives, the present indicative, the present perfect (il passato prossimo), the imperfect (l’imperfetto) versus the present perfect (il passato prossimo), and the past perfect (il trapassato prossimo).
Goals:
By the end of the course, you will understand a variety of aspects of Italian contemporary society and culture, and will be able to read short texts and identify the main ideas, the structure of the text, and the use of rhetorical strategies. You will also improve your listening, speaking, and writing skills through classroom discussion and pair/group work, by posting questions and comments for discussion on the Carmen discussion board and by writing compositions.
Language:  

This course will be conducted entirely in Italian.

Required texts:

· Marchegiani Jones, Irene and Francesca Italiano. 1995. Crescendo. Boston: Thomson Heinle. (Also on reserve in the Main Library.)
· Soldati, Mario.1981. Cinque Novelle. Easy Reader Series. Arnoldo Mondadori: Milano.
· A good (not pocked-sized) Italian dictionary
Note: Do not resell Crescendo if you are continuing in Italian. This text will be assigned in all intermediate-level courses and will be a useful text to consult in the advanced courses.

Method of evaluation:

6 Vocabulary and grammar quizzes



30%
Homework (assignments and 3 compositions


 [2 portfolio compositions])



35%

Participation (attendance, quality of classroom interaction)
10%

Quality of participation in the Carmen discussion board
10%

Final Exam






15%

Grading scale:

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	


Vocabulary and grammar quizzes: There will be 6 short quizzes (approximately 20-25 minutes each). Do not miss the quizzes. Students will only be allowed a make-up if they contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed quiz without prior notification will count as a zero.
Homework (assignments and 2 [portfolio] compositions): Homework will be assigned each class period to be discussed and/or submitted during the following class period (unless otherwise instructed). Late homework will not be accepted. If you miss class, you must contact a classmate to find out the material covered and assigned and come to the next class meeting with the work completed. Note: there will be three compositions, which will be graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus. Before turning in each composition, there will be an in-class writing workshop in which students will edit and discuss each other’s papers and during which time the instructor will provide feed-back to each student. Students who are Italian majors will submit one portfolio composition to their on-line assessment portfolio.
Participation (attendance, quality of classroom interaction): Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, students should prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance and being ready to participate actively and thoughtfully in class. 
Participation in the Carmen discussion board: Periodically during the course students will be asked to post questions or comments on the Carmen discussion board. The instructor will follow the discussion, occasionally post messages, and keep track of participation. Messages are expected to be thoughtful, organized, and well-written.
Final exam: The final exam will test the reading skills that students have developed throughout the quarter. Grammar will not be tested. Students should note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of the final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. There should be no conflicts with exams in other courses. A missed final without prior notification will count as a zero.
Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Schedule (Please note that this schedule is flexible and subject to change.)
Week 1

M Introduction to the course, Crescendo pp. 2-4
Homework: Read and study Crescendo pp. 2-4 answer questions 1-3 on p. 4

W Crescendo p.5 (Adjectives and agreement)
Homework: Crescendo p. 6, read and study the poems on Carmen

F Poetry (Study of Italian poems; write short poems)
Homework: Study for quiz, read and study Crescendo pp. 52-61

Week 2
M Quiz 1: vocabulary and adjective agreement, review of the present indicative 
Homework: read and study Crescendo pp. 39-40 (underline the terms that you do not understand), do Descriviamo p. 40

W Crescendo pp. 39-42, discussion of reading strategies with Leggiamo pp. 42-43

Homework: Do Parliamo e Discutiamo 1 p. 43, read and study pp. 44-45, do pp. 58-59 activities A, B
F Crescendo pp. 43-44 (2, 3, 4), do Parliamo e discutiamo pp. 44-45
Homework: Crescendo pp. 61-62 activities A, B (answers for self correction will be provided), study for the quiz
Week 3
M Quiz 2: vocabulary and present indicative, discussion of reading strategies Crescendo pp. 48-50

Homework: Read and study Crescendo pp. 74-75, read pp. 86-91, do p. 91 activity A (the present perfect)

W Crescendo pp. 74-76, do p. 92 activities B, C, brief presentation of the Italian major and minor.
Homework: Do Crescendo p. 93 activity D, read and study pp. 79-80

F Crescendo pp. 79-81

Homework: review irregular past participles
Week 4
M Irregular past participles 
Homework: p. 83 Prepariamoci a leggere. Study for quiz
W Quiz 3: vocabulary and passato prossimo,  Leggiamo  pp. 84-85
Homework: Carmen discussion questions, read Crescendo pp. 105-106
F Read a diary entry. Writing a diary entry.
Homework: Composition: write a diary entry (250 words, double space), read p. 109-110
Week 5
M Writing workshop
Homework: rewrite essay.

W Crescendo p. 108-111

Homework: Do Prepariamoci a leggere p. 111, read and study pp. 121-125, do p. 125 activity A

F Do Leggiamo p. 111, the imperfect versus the present perfect 
Homework: Read and study Crescendo pp. 113-114, do p. 126 activity B

Week 6
M p. 113-116, Do Prepariamoci a leggere p. 118

Homework: Read Crescendo pp. 119-120 and do Carmen discussion questions, do Parliamo e discutiamo p. 120
W Crescendo pp. 119-120,  p. 137 expressing sequences of time
Homework: (Portfolio) Composition: Describe an event from your childhood (250 words, double space), read and study Crescendo pp. 177-178

F Writing workshop 
Homework: Rewrite essay, read Crescendo pp. 177-179.

Week 7
M Crescendo pp. 177-179

Homework: read Crescendo pp. 203-204A

W The past perfect
Homework: Do Leggiamo p. 180, do Parliamo e discutiamo p. 181, do Crescendo pp. 203-204 activity A, do p. 205 activity A (substitute the remote past with the present perfect)

F Past perfect, Italian holiday traditions

Homework: Study for quiz

Week 8
M Quiz 4: vocabulary and the past perfect, Reading Italian newspaper articles

Homework: Carmen discussion

W Reading Italian newspaper articles

Homework: Carmen discussion, summarize a newspaper article and present it to the class
F Student presentations on newspaper articles, introduction to La seggiolina del Florian (Soldati)
Homework: read Soldati pp. 7-12 and answer Carmen discussion questions
Week 9

M Quiz 5: vocabulary and grammar Soldati p. 7-12 

Homework: read Soldati 13-23 and answer Carmen discussion questions

W Soldati 13-23 
Homework: (Portfolio) Composition: Write a summary of one of the short story discussed in class. Present tense. 300 words, double space. 
F Writing workshop, introduction to Gli stivaletti grigi e neri (Soldati)

Homework: Read Soldati pp. 24-32 and answer Carmen discussion questions, Rewrite composition
Week 10

M Quiz 6: vocabulary and grammar Soldati pp. 26-32 
Homework: Read Soldati pp. 33-41 and answer Carmen discussion questions
W Soldati p. 33-41
Homework: Write a summary (in English) of the strategies that you use when reading in Italian.
F Soldati conclusions, review and preparation for the final exam
Requirements for a Major or a Minor in Italian
1. The major consists of a minimum of 50 hours of course work beyond 104.

2. Majors must take at least two 600-level (or above) courses.

3. Students may count 221 and 251 (courses in English) toward the major if they are not also counted as a GEC. (Courses in English outside the department no longer count toward the major.)

4. Majors and minors must take 202.

5. Once students have moved beyond the 200-level, they are not permitted to move backwards in the sequence, i.e. 206 must be taken before moving to the 400-level.

6. All majors will have an on-line portfolio into which they will deposit one composition from their Italian 202 course, two compositions from any two 400-level courses, and one composition from any 600-level course.

7. The minor consists of 20 hours of course work beyond 104. Courses in English do not count toward the minor. 

8. Up to 15 credits of Italian 697 (Study at a foreign institution) may be counted toward the major or minor. However, all minors must take at least one 400-level course on campus and all majors must take at least two 600-level courses on campus.

French/Italian Evaluation of written work
    Name ___________________ grade ____

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

